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Amendments to the District of Delaware Local Rules
The District of Delaware has issued Amendments to the District of Delaware Local Rules (the “Amendments”) that will 
go into effect on August 1, 2016.  Although most of the modifications are cosmetic, we address here the more significant 
changes which include the “reasonable effort” definition for meet and confer, exemptions for bankruptcy appeals, 
objections to Magistrate Judge rulings, and attorney discipline by another jurisdiction. 

First, the Amendments include a definition for what constitutes a “reasonable effort” as it applies to Rule 7.1.1 governing 
the meet and confer requirement for nondispositive motions.  Rule 7.1.1 requires that every nondispositive motion involve 
a “reasonable effort” by counsel of the moving party to reach an agreement with counsel of the opposing party on the 
matter set forth in the motion.  The Amendments make clear that “ ‘a reasonable effort’ must include oral communication 
that involves Delaware counsel for any moving party and Delaware counsel for any opposing party.” 

The Amendments next exempt bankruptcy appeals from the requirements of Rules 7.1.2, 7.1.3, 7.1.4, and 7.1.5.  The 
exemption clarifies that bankruptcy appeals must instead conform to the requirements of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy 
Procedure and Part VIII of the District of Delaware Local Rules of Bankruptcy Practice and Procedure for the applicable 
pleadings and motions procedures.

In addition, Rules 7.1.5 and 72.1(b) now provide that a party filing objections to an order, decision, or recommendation 
disposition by a Magistrate Judge in accordance with Fed. R. Civ. P. 72 must identify the appropriate standard of review.  

Finally, Rule 83.6(b)(1) was amended to provide that if attorney discipline is imposed by another jurisdiction, the discipline 
shall automatically be effective in the Delaware District Court, unless the Court issues an order rendering the discipline 
ineffective. 
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